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WEST ROXBURY - DORCHESTER

LODGE INSTALLATION

LODGE OPEN AT 4:45PM OPEN

TO PUBLIC AT 5PM

SEPTEMBER 6TH

U P C OM I NG
E V EN T S

U P C OM I NG
E V EN T S

INSTALLATION AND MEETING

6PM

ORIENT LODGE

SEPTEMBER 8TH

UNION LODGE REHEARSAL

NORWOOD 6:30PM

SEPTEMBER 2ND

2

U P C OM I NG
E V EN T S

U P C OM I NG
E V EN T S

6:30PM MEETING FOLLOWED BY

DINNER

OPEN ON 2  DEGREE
ND

UNION LODGE ANNUAL MEETING

SEPTEMBER 9TH

WESTWOOD - TUXES REQUIRED

FOR SUITE- MEET IN ANTE ROOM AT

7:30PM

CELESTIAL LODGE OFFICIAL 

SEPTEMBER 17TH

NORWOOD - TUXES REQUIRED FOR

SUITE- MEET IN ANTE ROOM AT

7:30PM

LAFAYETTE DOVER OFFICIAL

SEPTEMBER 25TH

WESTWOOD - TUXES REQUIRED

FOR SUITE- MEET IN ANTE ROOM AT

7:30PM

PROSPECT LODGE OFFICIAL 

OCTOBER 6TH



Brethren,

I trust everyone is enjoying a splendid summer! We recently
gathered at the Masonic Family Fun Day in Hudson, which
turned out to be a wonderfully warm day filled with joy and
laughter for the entire family. 

Additionally, our annual lodge summer party was graciously
hosted at Bro. Narciso's residence. A heartfelt thank you to
Eric and Betsy for their exceptional hospitality. During this
gathering, I had the distinct honor of presenting the William
R. Stoddard Unsung Hero awards to Wor. Mike Morris and
Bro. Bobby Patrick. While every Brother's dedication is deeply
appreciated, these two have exhibited extraordinary
commitment to our Lodge and the craft.

As we gear up for another wonderful Masonic Year we hope
you can find the time to visit the Lodge, attend a meeting or
event, and keep in mind those in your life who might make
good Masons. We are the foundation that keeps Masonry
strong, and the more stones in the foundation, the stronger it
will be! 

Fraternally,
Andy Knight
Master of Union Lodge





Thaddeus Mason Harris
Minister, Scholar, and
Freemason Visionary

UNION LODGE (D)THE COMMON GAVEL 8/26/25

When you think of the late 18th and early 19th centuries in Massachusetts, names like Paul
Revere, John Adams, and Samuel Adams dominate the imagination. But tucked within

that same era lived another remarkable man—Rev. Thaddeus Mason Harris (1768–1842)—
a minister, scholar, and Freemason whose influence reached from the pulpit to the

Masonic lodge, and even into the halls of Harvard.

From Orphan to Harvard Scholar
Harris’s story began with hardship. Born in Charlestown in 1768, he lost both parents

during the Revolutionary War. Despite this rocky start, he excelled academically and
entered Harvard College, graduating in 1787. After briefly serving as a schoolteacher and

librarian at Harvard, Harris answered a higher calling: the ministry. In 1793, he was
ordained as pastor of the First Parish Church in Dorchester, where he remained for over

forty years.



The Masonic Chaplain
That same decade, another part of Harris’s life took shape—his involvement with Freemasonry.
In 1796, when Union Lodge in Dorchester was officially chartered by Grand Master Paul Revere,
Harris became its first Chaplain. His role was to guide spiritual reflection during Masonic
ceremonies, and his eloquence soon made him a beloved figure in the fraternity.

Harris didn’t stop there. Over the years, he rose through the Masonic ranks, serving as Grand
Chaplain, Deputy Grand Master, and even Corresponding Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge
of Massachusetts. His deep faith, combined with intellectual rigor, gave him a rare ability to
articulate the ideals of Masonry—brotherhood, morality, and enlightenment.

Words that Endured
Harris was not just a speaker; he was a prolific writer. In 1792, he revised and published the
Constitutions of the Ancient and Honorable Fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons, a text that
became a cornerstone of American Masonic practice. Later, he published Masonic Discourses
and Discourses Delivered on Public Occasions, collections of sermons and orations that
illuminated Masonry’s moral and spiritual purpose.

One of his most notable addresses came in 1800, when Union Lodge in Dorchester held a
memorial tribute for George Washington. Harris delivered the “Fraternal Tribute of Respect to
the Masonic Character of Washington,” honoring the first president not only as a statesman but
as a brother Mason. His words tied local Masons in Dorchester to the broader legacy of
American liberty and virtue.

Scholar and Antiquarian
Outside the lodge and pulpit, Harris carved out a reputation as a scholar. His Journal of a Tour
into the Territory Northwest of the Alleghany Mountains (1805) chronicled travels through the
young American frontier. He also authored The Natural History of the Bible (1824), which
explored plants, animals, and landscapes referenced in scripture.

Harris’s love of learning also led him into the world of institutions. He became a Fellow of the
American Academy of Arts and Sciences, a founding member of the American Antiquarian
Society, and later served as librarian of the Massachusetts Historical Society. His efforts in
collecting and preserving books were so impactful that the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts
credited him with helping lay the foundation of its renowned Masonic library.

A Lasting Legacy
By the time of his death in 1842, Thaddeus Mason Harris had lived through the American
Revolution, ministered to generations in Dorchester, and helped shape the moral and intellectual
framework of Freemasonry in Massachusetts. His voice—whether in sermons, Masonic orations,
or scholarly works—carried a blend of spirituality, reason, and patriotism that reflected the
very spirit of his era.

Today, Harris is remembered not only as Union Lodge’s first Chaplain but also as a man who
bridged faith, fraternity, and scholarship. His life serves as a reminder that history is often shaped
not just by the famous names we remember, but by the thoughtful, dedicated men who worked
quietly—and faithfully—alongside them.
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